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Background:  The Office of Academic Affiliations in the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) conducted a survey of all trainees who completed a VA internship, residency or field placement in 2009 and 2010.  The survey was designed to measure trainee perceptions of their clinical training experience in VA medical centers. A steering committee was formed to develop the survey instrument, using a literature review, focus group sessions, and a pilot study prior to finalization of the survey. Disciplines of study included:
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In 2010, almost 14,036 trainees completed the survey. The questionnaire included discipline of study and level of training, demographics, overall satisfaction measures, and specific questions about clinical faculty/preceptors, the learning environment, the working environment, and the physical environment.  Most questions were based on a five point Lickert scale (very satisfied, somewhat satisfied, neither, somewhat dissatisfied, and very dissatisfied).

Results of Social Work Trainees 2009-2010
Global measures of satisfaction

· On a scale of 0 to 100 with 70 being passing, social work trainees gave an average score of 91 regarding their VA clinical training experience.

· Almost nine of ten trainees (92%) rated their VA clinical training as excellent or very good. 

· Almost all trainees (97%) would recommend VA training to others.

· If given a choice, nine out of ten (95%) definitely or probably would choose VA training again.
Faculty/preceptor domain

· Overall, 96% of social work trainees were very or somewhat satisfied with their faculty/preceptors.

Learning environment domain
· Overall, 94% of social work trainees were very or somewhat satisfied with their learning environment

Working environment domain

· Overall, 93% of social work trainees were very or somewhat satisfied with their working environment. 

Physical environment domain

· Overall, 93% of social work trainees were very or somewhat satisfied with their physical environment. 

